
How to make a corn dolly for a harvest celebration

They are a traditional English craft (and across Europe), made using wheat, oats, rye or barley, and
are associated with a celebration of the harvest.

They were thought to give the Spirit of the Corn a home to live in over the winter, as the
corn in the fields was harvested, and are used as decorations in harvest festivals.

Wheat and raffia have been used to make corn dollies. Ours were made with paper straw
or craft pipe cleanrs. Wheat is more natural, but needs careful preparation and is
expensive. All these materials may be purchased from Amazon or E-bay.

A simple corn dolly craft

For our first simple corn dolly design, we used a plait. This is an easy way to make a corn
dolly, so perhaps the best project for younger children. If you can plait (braid), you can
make this. It’s a great workout for fine motor skills too.

Take three pieces of “wheat” and cross them as shown in the photograph. (If using wheat,
soak in water for a while before you begin will make them easier to work with.)

Then plait in the same way you would plait hair, bending each stem over each other to
make your braid.



Keep plaiting, leaving a section of each stem at the end so you will be able to tie your corn
dolly. Top tip: you can use a clothes peg to hold your plait in place while you gather your
materials to fasten it

Curl your plait around, and use a piece of raffia (or string) to tie it in place. Cut the plain
ends of your wheat to neaten them and then add a ribbon to decorate your corn dolly.

If using paper straws or craft pipe cleaners, try guing on a picture of an ear of wheat.
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